Statement on the Senate passage of SRS funding

March 14, 2012

“This temporary extension will provide much needed breathing room for forested communities in
Oregon that are on the brink of financial dissolution. Passage out of the House will be tough
given the House Republican’s inability to put together a passable, bipartisan transportation
package. However, | am hopeful and will work with my colleagues to pass this critical funding
through the House. Ultimately our counties and rural communities need a long term solution. |
have proposed a bipartisan agreement with Rep. Walden and Rep. Schrader that can break us
out of the decades-long logjam on federal forest policy, put Oregonians back to work, improve
forest health, and disentangle the health of rural counties from unpredictable federal support
payments. The temporary extension of SRS would help bridge the gap until our long term
strategy can be passed by Congress.”




