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As a senior member of the House Committee on Natural Resources, Congressman DeFazio is
committed to the responsible management of our nation's natural resources. DeFazio has
worked tirelessly for the economic security and sustainability of rural communities in Oregon
and across the U.S., offered common-sense solutions to promote forest health and reduce the
risk of wildfire, and championed legislation to protect some of Oregon's most incredible natural
treasures.

  

One of DeFazio’s top legislative priorities in Congress is to pass a long-term forest plan that
improves forest health, creates private sector jobs, and provides critical revenues to rural
Oregon counties to support basic services like law enforcement and education.  In 2012,
DeFazio worked on a bipartisan basis with Rep. Kurt Schrader and Rep. Greg Walden to craft
and publicly release a solution entitled the “O&C Trust, Conservation, and Jobs Plan.”  The plan
was widely endorsed by diverse stakeholder groups in Oregon.

  

DeFazio remains committed to passing a realistic, long-term forest solution that will break the
gridlock. 

  
  

Click here to learn more about The O&amp;C Trust, Conservation, and Jobs Act
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Major Accomplishments

County Payments

One of DeFazio's proudest accomplishments is his work on legislation to provide "safety net" payments to timber-dependent counties after changes in federal timber policy dramatically reduced timber receipts to rural communities across the United States. DeFazio helped break the legislative gridlock surrounding the bill and hammered out a compromise signed into law on October 30, 2000. Historically, the legislation meant over $250 million annually for Oregon schools, roads, and public safety. DeFazio played an instrumental role in extending the "safety net" in 2007, in 2008 when he helped pass a four year reauthorization, and in 2012 when he helped pass a one-year extension.  See “Secure Rural Schools” below for updated information on current
legislative action.

Log Export Ban

 

Early in his congressional career when Oregon was suffering from a recession DeFazio proposed legislation, which was signed into law, to ban the export of raw logs from federal lands. The ban remains in place and has saved thousands of family-wage jobs.

New Management Strategy in our forests

 

In an attempt to break the forest management gridlock on federal forests, in 2010 DeFazio spearheaded two forest pilot projects in western Oregon to demonstrate new, scientifically-based strategies for managing public forests. The pilot projects are being led by world-renowned forestry experts Norm Johnson (Oregon State University) and Jerry Franklin (University of Washington). DeFazio was instrumental in bringing key stakeholders to the table – county governments, environmentalists, the timber industry, and federal agencies – and garnering the support of the Obama administration.  The two original pilot projects have now turned into five projects.  To learn more about the forest pilot projects in Western Oregon, visit: http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/forests/index.php  and scroll to “Western OR (O&C) Forestry.”

Protecting Oregon’s Natural Treasures

DeFazio’s leadership in the U.S. House of Representatives was crucial to securing appropriate protections for Steens Mountain, Mt. Hood, the Cascade-Siskiyous, the Elk River and Copper Salmon area, the Oregon Badlands, Soda Mountain, and Spring Basin.  See below to learn more about what DeFazio is doing to protect even more of Oregon’s incredible natural places. 
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DeFazio on Forest Management

There is probably no more politically divisive issue in Oregon's Fourth Congressional District than forest policy. Historically, it has been one the most heavily timber-dependent districts in the country. DeFazio has been widely acknowledged for his skill in managing forest policy.

He was truly thrust to the forefront of this issue when timber harvests were severely curtailed in the late 80's. Cutting old growth timber on public lands was banned to protect the habitat of the endangered northern spotted owl. He spent countless hours working with labor, environmentalists and industry leaders to craft a forest plan that would have avoided legal conflicts and provided real certainty to timber-dependent communities. His efforts to find middle ground and reach consensus were ridiculed by extremists on both sides of the issue, yet he was successful in gaining broad support for his vision of forest management. 

Shortly after taking office, President Clinton took steps to try to resolve the spotted owl controversy. President Clinton offered the Northwest Forest Plan, which failed in its promises of a steady supply of timber to local mills and protection for vital ecosystems. DeFazio opposed the Clinton plan. Since the mid-1990s, DeFazio has urged the Clinton, Bush, and Obama administrations to revise the Northwest Forest Plan to protect old growth and provide sustainable jobs.

Most recently, DeFazio worked with Rep. Kurt Schrader and Rep. Greg Walden on a realistic, long-term forest plan for 2.4 million acres of forests in Western Oregon known as the “O&C Lands.”  The bipartisan plan would create thousands of jobs in our forests, mills and communities, stabilize rural communities, save taxpayers money, protect old growth and ensure the health of federal forests for future generations.

Click here to learn more about The O&amp;C Trust, Conservation, and Jobs Act

 

     top ↑

Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act (a.k.a. "County Payments") 
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Counties in Oregon will receive their final “safety net” payments at the end of 2012.  Without additional support from the federal government, counties will be forced to cut basic services like law enforcement, health, education, and transportation.   DeFazio is helping lead the effort in the House of Representatives to find a long-term solution that provides critical revenues to Oregon counties, creates much needed jobs, provides sustainable levels of timber to support the existing milling infrastructure, and saves the federal government money.  Click here to read more about DeFazio’s plan.

 

top ↑

Biomass Utilization  

 

DeFazio supports the responsible utilization of biomass material from federal land to develop renewable energy, create jobs, and improve forest health. Hundreds of thousands of acres of federal forests in Oregon could benefit from ecological-based thinning projects. These projects generate thousands of tons of wood chips, slash, and brush that could be used to generate local energy. However, current practice of forest contractors is to pile and burn this material in the open on our public lands - a practice that is bad for the soil and air. A better approach would be to transport this material from federal lands to local facilities to produce local, renewable energy and to create family-wage jobs. Due to short-sighted national energy policies, woody biomass from forest restoration and commercial thinnings on public lands are not utilized as a renewable fuel and energy source. DeFazio is leading the charge in the U.S. House of Representatives to reverse this policy.

 

top ↑

Protecting Oregon's Natural Treasures 

DeFazio has been a champion of protecting some of Oregon's most unique and spectacular places for the enjoyment of current and future generations. In the current session of Congress, DeFazio is working on the following legislation:
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H.R. 1413, the Devil's Staircase Wilderness Act: The legislation would designate approximately 30,000 acres of old growth forest in the Siuslaw National Forest as wilderness. The bill would also protect the headwaters of Wasson and Franklin creeks, both of which serve as salmon habitat. 

H.R. 1414, the Oregon Caves Revitalization Act: The legislation that would expand Oregon Caves and transfer management responsibilities of the unique caves from the Forest Service to the National Park Service (NPS). The expansion, which was proposed and supported by NPS over 75 years ago, would ensure that the caves and surrounding watershed are adequately protected from water contamination and pollution from grazing. Management by the Park Service would also emphasize wildfire prevention and forest restoration. 

H.R. 1415, the Chetco River Protection Act: This legislation would protect the Wild and Scenic Chetco River from harmful mining practices. The U.S. Forest Service announced it will temporarily withdrawal the Chetco Wild and Scenic River from mineral extraction to give Congress time to consider H.R. 1415. 

top ↑  

Climate Change  

 

Congressman DeFazio is committed to promoting the development of renewable energy, helping reduce emissions of greenhouse gases responsible for climate change, and putting an end to our reliance on foreign oil. While DeFazio supports implementing strong domestic caps on greenhouse gas emissions, he believes the most efficient and effective way to cut greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, is for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to regulate emissions. Well-designed regulations would provide the needed predictability and stability to businesses and polluters as they move forward in cutting their emissions. Unlike a speculative, volatile, Wall Street-led cap and trade system, EPA regulations can help the United States reach real reductions without excessive corporate profits and windfalls.

top ↑

  
      

  

Must Reads 

  Kick 'em while they're down The Coos Bay World February 7, 2012
At Loggerheads Again Medford Mail Tribune February 5, 2012
To Save Counties, Reopen the Woods Coos Bay World January 26, 2012
A New Forest Policy Or Bust Editorial The Oregonian January 23, 2012
Not Just a Handout- An Opportunity  Editorial Coos Bay World December 27, 2011
Congressmen Offer Bipartisan Solution to Fiscal Crisis  Opinion Editorial Dec. 19, 2011
House Subcommittee Considers Forest Management OPB by April Baer Sept. 22, 2011
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A Different Tack on Timber The Eugene Register-Guard Editorial Aug. 21, 2011
Man With a Plan The Coos Bay World by Daniel Simmons-Ritchie Aug. 18, 2011
DeFazio Offers Forest Plan The Eugene Register-Guard by Susan Palmer Aug. 18, 2011
Timber Country and You The Oregonian Editorial July 23, 2011
Reps. Greg Walden, Peter DeFazio wade into treacherous waters to save county timber
payments Oregonain by Charlie Pope July 14, 2011  

top ↑
 

  

  

Video

  

  

 

  

  DeFazio on BLM lands: Leave some forests alone but log others KVAL Aug 23, 2011
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Press Releases

    
    -  11.15.12 Oregon Delegation Applauds Decision to Investigate China's Illegal Plywood
Subsidies   
    -  10.01.12 DeFazio Backs Oregon Hardwood Plywood Manufacturers' Trade Petition
Against China   
    -  08.03.12 DeFazio Seeks Protections For Forestry Jobs In Trade Agreements   
    -  06.29.12 DeFazio Applauds Passage of Major Jobs Bill, County Payments Extension   
    -  06.27.12 DeFazio Announces One-Year Extension of County Payments   
    -  04.27.12 Oregon State Sheriffs' Association Supports Bipartisan O&amp;C Plan   
    -  04.25.12 DeFazio Selected to Negotiate With Senate On Transportation Bill, County
Payments   
    -  03.21.12 DeFazio Releases Draft Management Maps of Bipartisan O&amp;C Proposal   
    -  03.14.12 Statement on the Senate passage of SRS funding   
    -  03.07.12 Merkley, DeFazio Introduce Bill to Ensure Americans Get Hired for Forest Work  

    -  02.16.12 DeFazio, Walden, Schrader, to release draft of bipartisan O &amp; C jobs
agreement   
    -  11.15.11 Joint statement from Peter DeFazio, Greg Walden, Kurt Schrader on the
progress of O&amp;C forest talks   
    -  10.19.11 DeFazio Fights for Oregon Forest Workers   
    -  03.22.11 Oregon Delegation Urges Buget Committee To Include Vital County Payments
In FY2012 Budget   
    -  01.12.11 OREGON DELEGATION WINS SUSPENSION OF UNFAIR EPA BIOMASS
REGULATIONS   
    -  12.08.10 DEFAZIO ATTENDS HISTORIC MEETING WITH SECRETARY SALAZAR TO
DISCUSS FOREST PROJECTS AND JOBS IN SOUTHWEST OREGON   
    -  11.30.10 DeFazio meets with Secretary Salazar VIDEO   
    -  10.19.10 DEFAZIO CALLS ON AMBASSADOR KIRK TO ENFORCE LUMBER
SOFTWOOD AGREEMENT, PROTECT OREGON INDUSTRIES   
    -  10.01.10  DEFAZIO TO SPEAK ABOUT JOB CREATION, TAX CUTS, CHINESE
CURRENCY MANIPULATION, AND BIOMASS   
    -  09.30.10 DEFAZIO TELLS FEDS TO GET ON THE SAME PAGE ON BIOMASS
UTILIZATION   
    -  09.06.10 DEFAZIO REQUESTS INVESTIGATION INTO USE OF FOREIGN WORKERS
ON FOREST SERVICE CONTRACTS   
    -  08.31.10 DEFAZIO LEADS AGENCY AND STAKEHOLDER REPS ON FOREST TOUR   
    -  08.20.10  DeFazio Bashes Obama Administration for Failed Policies to Protect Rural Jobs
in Oregon   
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    -  07.26.10  DEFAZIO, THOMPSON URGE PROTECTIONS FOR WEST COAST
FISHERMEN AND COASTAL COMMUNITIES   
    -  07.20.10  At Wyden, Merkley and DeFazio’s Urging Administration Takes Steps to
Preserve Chetco from Mining   
    -  06.16.10  OREGON HOUSE MEMBERS LEAD BIPARTISAN EFFORT CHALLENGING
EPA’S DECISION TO UNDERMIND SUSTAINABLE BIOMASS   
    -  06.15.10  Wyden, DeFazio, Merkley Introduce Chetco River Protection Bills in House and
Senate   
    -  05.05.10  DEFAZIO LEGISLATION TO PROTECT OREGON CAVES PASSES
COMMITTEE   
    -  04.22.10  DEFAZIO, WYDEN AND MERKLEY PUSH TO PROTECT NATURAL
TREASURES IN SOUTHWEST OREGON FROM MINING   
    -  03.19.10  DEFAZIO FIGHTS TO SAVE OREGON TIMBER JOBS   
    -  03.10.10  DEFAZIO BILL TO BRING RELIEF TO TIMBER DEPENDENT COMMUNITIES
PASSES SENATE   
    -  02.18.10  DEFAZIO DENOUNCES SEN. FEINSTEIN’S WATER PLAN, FIGHTS FOR
FISHING JOBS IN OREGON   
    -  02.16.10  DEFAZIO WORKS TO CREATE JOBS WITH PUBLIC LANDS PROJECTS   
    -  02.08.10  DEFAZIO FIGHTS FOR OREGON WOOD MANUFACTURING JOBS   
    -  01.19.10 DEFAZIO BILL TO BRING RELIEF TO TIMBER DEPENDENT COMMUNITIES
PASSES HOUSE   

  

 

  

top ↑
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